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STEALTH SPROCKET. STEEL TEETH, ALUMINIUM CORE. 
EXTREME DURABILITY WITHOUT COMPRISING WEIGHT. 
STS £00 PERCENT LONGER THAN ALUMINIUM. 
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With the latter half of the season closing in, there’s 
still plenty of riding to be done and titles to be won 





Weighing up the pros and cons of all types of 
knee protection 


The 14th Red Bull Romaniacs delivered a memorable 
week of racing in the Romanian mountains 




















From Turkey to Chile and back to France, riding dirt 
bikes covers all type of terrain 



LONG TERMER: KTM 250 EXCTPI -> 


Getting properly acquainted with KTM’s latest 
two-stroke technology 



TESTED: YAMAHA MY18OFFROAD 


Discovering Yamaha’s latest generation of 45Dcc 
four-stroke machinery 



TESTED: SHERC0MY18 
ENDURO RANGE—> 


Little and lots of tweaks to Sherco’s entire 
enduro range for 2018 



I SURVIVED: ROMANI AGS 


You’ve got to be mad to race Romaniacs on an 
adventure bike, but that’s what Quinn Cody did 
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LAST ORDERS 

A s we go to print this week - digitally speaking - with 
Hthe 92nd edition of the International Six Days Enduro 
in full swing and the last of the 2018 models are tested, 
it means one thing - winter is coming. 

Now that’s not a Game of Thrones reference but a 
signal that autumn is on us, with winter not too far behind. 
It means another season of racing is almost complete. 

It doesn’t seem that long ago to those drab and dark 
January evenings, when we were swotting away in our 
sheds prepping for the year ahead. And now, summer’s 
come and gone. We hope you made it a good one - 
wherever your dirt bike took you. 

But there’s still a bit left to be decided. The ISDE for one 
thing. With defending champions USA dropping out on day 
one, we’re sure to have a new winner or at the very least a 
winner of old. 

Following that there’s the big question of who will claim 
glory in this year’s EnduroGP title fight. Still a closely run 
affair, with two very different rounds in Great Britain and 
Germany awaiting, it’s all very much for the taking. 

Yes, the season’s end maybe closing in, but there’s still 
a lot of dirt biking left to do. 

Robert I! 
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KTM 300 EXC TPI 

The new KTM 300 EXC TPI sets the benchmark all over again, as the world's first 2-stroke enduro bike 
with TPI (Transfer Port Injection). Eliminating the need to change jets and thanks to the oil pump, 
no more premixing oil either! Improved fuel-combustion means crisper throttle response at all times 
and better fuel consumption, for longer days of hardcore enduro domination. 













After a slightly deflated edition in 2016, the Red Bull Sea to Sky is set to 
come roaring back to life this September with all the big-guns of hard enduro 
returning to do battle. Graham Jarvis, Alfredo Gomez, Jonny Walker, Mario 
Roman and Manuel Lettenbichler join Wade Young, Billy Bolt, Paul Bolton and 
defending champ Lars Enockl in the race to the top of the mountain. Starting 
on the Turkish shore line and ending on the dizzy heights of the Olympos 
Mountain, Sea to Sky is the definition of hard enduro. 
Photo: Lukasz Nazdraczew/Red Bull Content Pool 
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Arguable biggest enduro event on the calendar, 
- motorcycling took over the normally quiet French town 
of Brive for the 92nd edition of the ISDE. Proving more 
popularthan ever, approximately 700 riders signed.up 
: lor thjs year's race. Naturally, France was heaviest with 
.suGscription, but with 30 different nations represented, 
competltbj^from Norway to Australia, Japan and even 
'ljuatemalirolfed off the start line on August 38 for six 
long, tough and action-packed days of enduro. 





2018 RR 2T & 41 

For technical updates visit www.beta-uk.com 



ACKLAMS MOTORCYCLES 

Harrogate, North Yorkshire. 01423 565125 

THOR MOTORCYCLES 

Bodmin, Cornwall. 01208 831774 

COLIN APPLEYARD 

Keighley, West Yorkshire. 01535 606311 

MATT POPE MOTORCYCLES 

Fakenham, Norfolk. 01328 853292 

JOHN LEE MOTORCYCLES 

Hlgham Ferrers, Northamptonshire. 01933 312827 

IN CHAINS 

Rlngwood, Hampshire. 01425 474800 




STEVE PLAIN MOTORCYCLES I PARSONS MOTORCYCLES 

Llandrindod Wells. Wales. 01597 825817 I Radstock. Somerset. 01761 433522 


tel: 01756 793521 I www.beta-uk.com 













Standard RR 2T 

RR-18 EOI 250 2T £6795.00 
RR-18 EOI 300 2T £6895.00 


Standard RR 4T 

RR-18 - EFI 350 4T £7095.00 
RR-18 - EFI 390 4T £7095.00 
RR-18 - EFI 430 4T £7195.00 
RR-18 - EFI 480 4T £7195.00 


motorcycles 

113 YEARS OLD 


SAUNDERS MOTORCYCLES 

Knebworth, Hertfordshire. 01438 811524 

AT MOTOCROSS 

Weston super Mare. Somerset. 01934 627222 

RACE 2 OFF ROAD 

Burnopfield, Newcastle Upon Tyne. 01207 270996 

AB MOTORCYCLES 

Merthyr Tydfil, Wales. 01685 382100 

GORDON FARLEY MOTORCYCLES 

Guildford. Surrey. 01483 538485 

GRAHAM CHARLTON MOTORCYCLES 

Stockton on Tees. Cleveland. 01642 730700 

JIM ALLAN MOTORCYCLES 

Falkirk. Scotland. D1324 620111 

Visit www.beta-uk.com for Dealer Locator 
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across the board, Shercos 2018 range 
strength with the additon of the new Si 
but the rest of the line-up isn’t hiding in 

’Words: Jon Pearson/ Photos: JMPouget 
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W hen it comes to a wide range of enduro bikes, 
Sherco don’t mess about. Whether it’s a two- 
stroke or four-stroke machine that tickles 
your fancy, the family run French manufacturer have 
now got you covered. 

For their 2018 model range, the big talking point is 
the all-new SE-R135. Naturally grabbing the lion’s share 
of the limelight, we covered it in detail in issue #33 of 
Enduro illustrated, but the rest of the range has not 
gone unnoticed and so we return this issue for another 
fill of French goodness. 

For two-stroke lovers, Sherco’s SE-R 250 and SE-R 
300 will catch your eye, while four-stroke riders have no 
less than three models to choose from in the SEF-R 350, 
SEF-R 300 and the SEF-R 450. 

Increasing the range to a possible of 13 options, you 
can also find a Cross-Country version too - depending 
on whereabouts you call home. Add in the “Factory” 
and “Six Days” editions, and it suddenly becomes quite 
clear that Sherco have a deep dedication to enduro. 




“SIUIOOTII POWER TRANSITIONS THROUGH 
THE REVS, IUIORE RIIJEABILITY ANI1 POWER 
WHERE YOU NEED IT, ENSURE AI.I. THE RIGHT 
BOXES ARE TICKED ACROSS THE RANGE.” 



While the headline act was the SE-R135, the rest 
of the 3018 Sherco enduro range hasn’t been 
neglected in terms of development by any 
means. Ratherthan any single big 
change, it is a case of making 
a host of smaller changes 
across the range to engines, 
clutches, bodywork and 
gearboxes. It’s a healthy list 
sobearwithus... 
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'• On the autsfde the most visible change is new graphics 
that adorn the 20 per cent more flexible plastics. The 
plastics also have better UV colour protection, particularly 
the yellow areas to prevent colour fade in the sun. Sella De 
La Valle seats are well-known across enduro and they work 
better in wet or muddy conditions than the previous type. 

A new computer is now more water resistant too, Sherco 
says, and that sits behind a reinforced number board holding 
a newly designed headlight bulb mount, which they say is 
ore resistant shock. These are all changes based around 
customer feedback. 


Like most manufacturers, Sherco use their rally team as 
a test bed for chassis and engine development. The 2018 
gearboxes, which have been tweaked on 250/300 ST and 450 4T 
bikes, come via the high-stress environment of rally racing. The 
shifter rollers and a new selector drum profile improve precision 
and the gear selector spring is Dakar tested to be stronger. 


Continuing that Dakar-developed theme the 450 gets 
redesigned engine cases to improve oil feed around the 
engine. The old model was found to hold too much oil at 
low rpm while the new design controls circulation of oil and 
controls heat better, which improves performance. All models 
[except the 450 4T] get an uprated rear shock, a WP 46 unit, 
the same found on KTM and Husky models, but with Sherco’s 
own settings. 


The 300 SEF-R has had perhaps the most significant 
changes to its motor: a new piston increases compression 
and boosts performance. It is stronger too, Sherco claims, 
which means a longer life-span. A V-shaped connecting rod 
profile on the new crankshaft was adapted for the new piston 
too. A more durable piston material and improved mechanical 
life is a bonus for those of us servicing our bikes regularly. 


The 350 and 300 four-stroke models get a new header pipe 
ked for more power with improved torque at low rpm. 
ing neater on the bike, it’s out of the way of legs or feet 
meaning no heat protection plate is needed. 





All three SEF-R models get a lighter [300g], stronger 
and more powerful silencer as previously found on the 
upgraded Factory models. That also means new mapping 
to improve throttle response. There’s a new aluminium 
T-pipe in the main water piping which is more robust in 
hot and tough conditions. Fuel pumps are revised with 
a new internal fuel circuit to avoid vapour lock effect 
experienced by some riding in hot conditions. 

The R&D experience racing doesn’t all come from 
rally and enduro, Sherco’s extreme enduro riders Wade 
Young and Mario Roman are having an impact on the 
development of the 250 and 300cc two-stroke models. 

A double pinion on the Bendix torque limiter 
connecting the starter motor to the engine improves 
reliability in technical situations where you start and re¬ 
start the bike repeatedly, which is an regular occurrence 
in extreme enduro. 

Continuing on the FT technical changes, Sherco has 
reduced the backlash effect of the primary drive gear, 
reducing mechanical noise but increasing performance 
- it’s a factor all manufacturers will have to look at to 
help meet emissions laws Sherco says. There’s a stronger 
clutch assembly too, stronger cylinder gasket and a new 
water pump seal [adapted from the 4T models). 

Sherco-characteristic chassis and handling skills 
are always strong and it wasn’t lost as we stepped up 
through the models from 125 two-stroke all the way to 
450 four-stroke on the launch. It’s a fact which helps all 
the 2018 models feel accommodating off the bat and 
eager to race as much as they can wobble round on a 
leisurely trail ride. It’s a character you want from every 
bike, but isn’t one you always find. 

Smooth power transitions through the revs, more 
rideability, power where you need it. All the right boxes 
are ticked and it is evident across the range. 






“ALL THREE SEF-R 
■MODELS GET A 
LIGHTER, STRONGER 
AND IMORE 
POWERFUL EXHAUST 
SILENCER AS 
PREVIOUSLY FOUND 
ON THE UPGRADED 
FACTORY (MODELS.” 
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Sherco made a big deal of highlighting the new 
IBS's electronic ignition valve and valve tinning: 50 
per cent throttle opening at 5000rpm, 100 per cent 
opening at 10,000rpm to ensure the response is 
both accurate and linear. It’s the same across the 


two-stroke range, which all have accurate throttle 
response and linear power delivery. 

- Not that the four-stroke models are left wanting, 
the changes internally are hard to notice on a 
limited launch [the test venue was incredibly hot, 
dry, dusty and mostly second and third gear riding). 
There weren’t too many places we could get a good 
lick on through the gears and revs to test the spread 
of power. Of the changes across the range the 
slicker gear changes were an obvious improvement 
and though it’s a small change, it is noticeable. 

Overall the bigger bikes feel more positive to 
ride, more responsive in part thanks to the better 
mapping, header pipe and tail pipe all working 
together. These aren’t big changes to any of the 
bikes but make for a better quality bike. The throttle 
more than ever feels very connected to what the 
back wheel is doing. The SEF-R300 is still one of the 
best bikes on the planet - a very real best of both 
worlds bike that delivers a broad range of skills 
wherever you ride. 

Developed in extreme enduro conditions with 
factory riders Wade Young and Mario Roman, 
the new aluminium piping in the cooling system 
is stronger and helps maintain an even engine 
temperature. By the same extreme enduro measure, 
there’s a new pressure regulator on the fuel pump to 
eal with hot riding conditions. There’s a stronger 
clutch too and it performed consistently as we 
rattled through the days testing. 



The 2018 Shercos look great. The more flexible 
plastics, which are UV-resistant, are a neat but 
necessary touch. The real quality comes through 
the bars when you ride though. It’s hard on a bike 
launch not to buoyed by the newness of everything, 
they don’t wheel out used models for us to test, 
but the confidence you get from a new bike is 
always boosted by improvements in feel and the 
new models feel good to ride. 

Overall, SE-R125 apart, the 2018 Shercos show 
no great significant changes but the devil is in the 
detail and there are changes to engines, exhausts, 
clutches and mapping aimed at improving 
performance and reliability. 

Quality and design based on genuine top-level 
competition experience shows Sherco has evolved 
from a [relatively] small European manufacturer 
into something bigger- genuine big players in 
the enduro market. Having 12 bikes sure kicks the 
Japanese manufacturers into the weeds if nothing 
else. Step into a Sherco dealerwhereveryou are 
in the world, and this, along with the trials bike 
range, is a line-up to be impressed by. 

“OIJALITY AND DESIGN 
BASED ON TOP- 
LEVEL COIVIPETITION 
EXPERIENCE SHOWS 
SHERCO HAS 
EVOLVED FROIlll A 
SHALL EUROPEAN 
■MANUFACTURER INTO 
GENUINE BIG PLAYERS 
IN THE ENDURO 
I1IIARKET” 
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JUST BAYIN’ 3 THINGS 

I Less a dig at Sherco, more at organisers and 
promoters, but wouldn’t it be great to see a 
category for the 300 in championships? They 
can enter, of course, and are hugely popular 
with club riders but the odds are stacked 
against surely one of the most versatile bikes. 

3. The confusion around the standard Racing, 

Six Days and the Factory versions could 
do with tidying up. Slightly different spec, 
graphics and price differences on the same 
year model make it confusing, particularly in 
the used bike market. 

3. With development still on-going, the poor 450 
gets left out in the standard model line-up as 
the only one without a shock upgrade, when it 
arguably needs it the most. I: 



EVO 2 Debris Deflecto 

Angled an additional 15° for added hose and cable clearance • Newly designed u 











LIMITLESS 
ENDURO AWAITS 


Effortlessly ride where few have gone before, gaining endless 
new perspectives with the 2018 range of Husqvama enduro 
bikes. The TE 250i and TE 300i feature revolutionary new 2-stroke 
injection technology to run cleaner for longer, removing the need 
to re-|et for changes in altitude, temperature or humidity. 
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suspension options and go ride each of them - it really 
is that simple. We run through the best suspension 
upgrades you can fit to your bike... 

Words: Jon Pearson / Photos: Future7Media 
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W ith many options available and enough 
opinions bouncing around race paddocks 
and forums to fill a skip, we decided to grab 
the suspension questions by the shim stacks and 
find out what’s best, what works for which budget 
and what the differences feel like. 

Whether you’re just starting out with a new bike, 
have bought a secondhand bike and don’t know its 
history, or have reached a point where you need 
better suspension to improve your riding, then 
sorting the suspension out is arguably the best way 
of spending cash on your bike. 

Suspension upgrades is an often under-estimated 
performance upgrade for enduro bikes - an ill- 
handling bike is hard work, gives you blisters and at 
worst, causes crashes. Sort your suspension out and 
life’s easier because difficult riding conditions get 
soaked up resulting in less effort on your ride. 

Taking our long term 2017 KTM 250 EXC-F as 
the rolling test bed we ran the same track loops 
on standard suspension, re-valved suspension, a 
suspension upgrade kit and the WP full replacement 
Cone Valve forks and Trax shock. The idea was simply 
to put them back-to-back, see how they feel and what 
the different options mean. 






Where we rode 

The track we used for this test was the Dr Shox 
Suspension compound. It’s a tough ride, deliberately 
designed that way by the suspension doctor himself, 
Chris Hockey, to test his own bikes and run his 
suspension business. AformerlSDE Gold Medallist, 
World, European and British Championship racer, Hockey 
knows a thing or two about riding but has for many years 
been a go-to guy for suspension, training camps and set¬ 
up sessions. Steve Holcombe, Brad Freeman, Tom Sagar 
and Darryl Bolter have all been under his wing. 

“...IF YOU WANT BETTER SUSPENSION BUT 
DON’T HAVE ENDLESS BAGS OF MONEY, 
THEN THE FIRST UPGRADE OPTION IS TO 
WORK WITH WHAT YOU HAVE.” 

Not all stock suspension is the same 

We used KTM’s WP suspension as a benchmark, simply 
because it is so widely used. Most standard equipment 
on enduro bikes is broadly rideable and good enough 
for the average guy. Bike manufacturers specify original 
equipment [OE] from suspension manufacturers to 
work across a wide range of riding conditions and for 
all abilities of rider- leaning on the novice end of the 
spectrum simply because they sell more bikes that way. 
Good riders will change their suspension whatever. 








Other manufacturers like Sherco use similar set¬ 
ups but arrive at their own settings whereas Gas Gas, 
who recently launched their new EC300, opted for KYB 
like Yamaha and what is widely considered the best 
‘stock’suspension. 

We also need to mention OE MX suspension and XC 
bikes. On the surface it’s the same suspension from 
a manufacturer but with different standard settings. 
It’s one of the reasons why XC bikes are so popular in 
some parts of the world because they arrive stiffer to 
cope with harder riding. 

IF YOU FEEL LIKE YOUR BIKE IS HARD 
WORK WHEN YOU RIDE THERE’S A GOOD 
CHANCE IT IS DOWN TO SUSPENSION.” 


Working out what you like 

While OE suspension is good enough for the average 
guy it can of course be improved upon. As you evolve as 
a rider, get faster [hopefully not slower!] we all change 
bikes and start to expect different things as we gain 
experience and learn what works. 

A couple of things are crucial -consider your weight, 
what bike you have and the type of riding you do. Just 
taking a used set of forks from a mate who says, “these 
are ace, I’ll sell them to you”, or splashing cash on full- 
factory kit isn’t going to work unless it is set-up for you. 





Starting point - standard suspension 

The KTM standard fork and shock is, as we’ve said, designed for a huge range of riders 
and riding conditions. Many riders find the OE WP equipment too soft and with limited 
adjustment. The compression adjustment particularly on the Xplor forks has very little 
effect in the low speed part of the suspension range, an area of suspension movement you’re 
constantly operating within, which makes it difficult to control damping. 

On this test track it was very easy to feel and see the problems with the standard equipment. 
We filmed a short section with rolling whoops with a third gear turn through it. Under the same 
conditions, the standard 250F was absorbing less, kicking back more and harder work because 
the suspension was not recovering fast enough before hitting the next bump. 

This isn’t a swipe at KTM, it is symptomatic of many stock bikes. The point is if you feel 
like your bike is hard work when you ride, there’s a good chance it is down to suspension. 

“...RATHER THAN A COMPLETELY CHANGED BIKE, THE 2S0F 
STAYED FAMILIAR BUT IMPROVED DRAMATICALLY DURING TURNS, 
THROUGH WHOOPED SECTIONS AND PARTICULARLY ON BRAKING 
AND STUTTER BUMPS.” 

Middle ground - piston kit or re-valving, finding the best in-between option 

Controlling the suspension movement is the key and if you want better suspension but don’t 
have endless bags of money, then the first upgrade option is to work with what you have. 

Suspension movement is controlled by springs and the movement of oil and air through 
valves. Re-valving the suspension simply means adjusting how much oil can move and how 
quickly. Playing with and adjusting the flow of oil in the forks means changing the number of 
shims in a stack - to make it firmer or softer. Springs in the forks or shock largely determine 
the return stroke so we change spring rate depending on rider weight. 

Hockey explains, “we aim for plush and comfortable on the first part of the stroke to 
smooth out small braking bumps, rocks, roots or holes. Then we make it firmer through the 
middle to not blow-through at medium speed or ride too low at the front. Then the last part 
firmer again to not blow-through and bottom out on high speed bumps, jumps or drop offs.” 

For many people it is enough to change the valving and spring rate for a ‘bespoke’ setting 
-fora relatively small investment. 











Dal Soggio Kit option 

The piston kit option is a little more expensive than re-valving but by the same measure is 
also the next step up in performance. We tested the Dal Soggio RAY piston kit here, which is a 
direct fitment to KTM and Husky TO and Xplor standard equipment. The RAY kit fits into fork 
legs to introduce compression control into the lower part and rebound in the upper part of 
both fork legs. 

At the rear we stuck with standard equipment due to time issues. But ideally this would 
also be tailored with a bladder kit fitted to the shock. 

On the test track the Dal Soggio kit proved the most effective of this test session. 

Like a much improved version from standard, rather than a completely changed bike, the 
250F stayed familiar but was dramatically better in turns, through whooped sections and 
particularly on braking and stutter bumps. More poised and rideable, allowed you to ride the 
250F faster with less effort. 

“...THE 250F STAYED FAMILIAR BUT WAS DRAMATICALLY BETTER 
IN TURNS, THROUGH WHOOPED SECTIONS AND PARTICULARLY ON 
BRAKING AND STUTTER BUMPS.” 




Full factory upgrade 

Can you justify so much money on your bike? Do you need the best suspension possible just 
because the factory guys use it? What will you gain? Taking the full upgrade option is a big and 
expensive step so you have to ask yourself serious questions before coughing up the dough. 

WP helped us out enormously with a full-factory set of Cone Valve forks and Trax shock 
direct from the factory. It was set up for a superenduro race, so perfect on rocks, big tyres 
and logs but not so good in the sandy woods where we did this test. And that proved a big 
point - suspension isn’t good just because it costs loads of money, it needs setting up. With 
much more range of adjustment in every respect, including high and low speed damping, you 
need to know what you’re doing or get some help from a specialist. 

What are they like and is it worth the money? The answer’s not that simple. When we first 
fitted them, and even at slow speed, they felt wrong. The forks didn’t move enough and the 
bike felt sluggish. Go for a ride however and start hitting things, smashing logs, chopped-out 
roots or whooped sections of track and the Cone Valves and Trax shock suddenly took our 
standard 250 EXC-F into another dimension. The bike suddenly felt more positive, letting you 
hit things harder and stay consistent. Worth the money? Yes, but only if you’re very serious 
about your racing. Otherwise the kit option wins our vote. 

With thanks to Chris Hockey for his skills and awesome test track. Check out drshox.co.uk 
which includes details about his full bling FFS treatment and Dal Soggio. 

“...START HITTING THINGS, SMASHING LOGS, CHOPPED OUT 
ROOTS OR WHOOPED SECTIONS OF TRACK AND THE CONE VALVES 
AND TRAX SHOCK SUDDENLY TOOK OUR STANDARD 250 EXC-F 
INTO ANOTHER DIMENSION.” 






















TLC is always key 

If you do nothing else, then get your suspension serviced regularly. Changing the oil and 
checking the seals and shock pressure regularly keeps things sweet and performance 
consistent. They are sealed units but we put them through hell out on the trail. Dirt and 
water gets inside contaminating the oil, seals wear out and performance drops off. Much like 
changing a piston or engine component to keep the bike’s overall performance sweet, your 
suspension needs lovin’too. e 
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A FALL SHOULD 
ONLY INJURE 
YOUR PRIDE 





Leatt helmets have got you covered. 

On impact, our 360° Turbine tech greatly reduces both concussion and brain rotation. 
The harder you fall, the better it works. Wipe it off and get back on. 

Go find it: leatt.com/2017-gpx-helmets/ 
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Receiving a long series of well-considered upgrades 
for 2018, ensures the new Beta enduro bikes are at the 
top of their game. We headed to Florence to find out 
how different the Italian brand’s new offerings are... 

t Words: Andreas Glavas / Photos: Marco Campelli, Cristiano Morello 




I f you think Beta focused all their attention into their all-new 
125cc screamer for 2018, a closer look at the changes in their 
other six RR models is more than enough to change your mind. 
Taking an in-depth look at the little screamer in our previous issue 
# 23, this time we delve into the rest of the updated RR range. 

Since the introduction of their first, 100 percent, in-house 
enduro bikes back in 2010, Beta have always been taking small but 
well-calculated steps forward. In 2011 they were the first ones to 
bring a 350cc thumper into production, expanding the range with 
their big-bore two strokes a year later. They were also the first to 
re-introduce oil injection in their two-stroke machines in 2016. 

Spending a full day testing the new RRs outside Florence 
in Italy, we have more than one reason to believe that 
2018 will be another benchmark year in the timeline of the 
Italian manufacturer. In parallel with the introduction of the 
seriously enjoyable RR 125, the Italians are bringing a series of 
developments that make the 2018 RRs lighter, better performing 
and sharper, with their entire enduro range more complete than 
ever before. 


Enjoying an estimated 16% growth in the total number of bikes 
sold last year, the Italians are by no means resting on their 
laurels. Pushing the envelope in regards to the development of 
their models, a major priority for 2018 has been the reduction 
of weight from all their two-stroke and four-stroke offerings. 

To save a whooping 4.7kg in their two-smokers and 5.3kg in 
their thumpers, they had to make some changes in the chassis 
and engine. Retaining its structural philosophy, the new frame 
is lighter and more rigid. Compared to that of the 2017 models, 
the new frame is said to offer 10% more flexural rigidity and up 
to 25% more torsional rigidity. 
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In the engine department, the major difference targeted at further cutting down the 
weight is the elimination of the kick starter along with its internal parts. And before all you 
extreme enduro enthusiasts begin to worry, there’s the possibility for the kick starter to be 
added as an extra to all models. A lithium battery also brings the total weight a bit lower. 

Together with going on a serious diet, the new Betas also received a major aesthetic 
overhaul. Spending four years without any major change, the return to the white colour 
scheme is more than welcome and makes the new RR models look fresh and up to date. 

What we also love in the looks department is that Beta wisely decided to return to the black 
Takasago rims by Excel. 

To make things more interesting, the whole rear end has been redesigned, featuring a 
new air box and slimmer plastics on both sides. With the new fork guards just the tip of the 
iceberg, the 2018 Betas look great. 

OUT FOR A SPIN 

The dusty hills outside Florence on a mid-summer’s day might be far from your dream playground, 
but with all those changes we were more than eager to throw a leg over the new RRs. 

How light were the new bikes? Throwing down laps on the long enduro test that the Beta 
guys had prepared, it took some time and consideration to come up with a conclusion. The 
new Betas definitely feel lighter, but unless you’re a Beta owner yourself then the difference 
to the past does not feel that massive, especially once the wheels are turning. 




The weight loss is mostly apparent in the four strokes 
and especially the bigger ones. The RR 430 and RR 480 
are worlds apart from the previous model. As for the two 
smaller thumpers, it’s definitely easier to lift them after 
a fall, but when their wheels are rolling the greatest 
difference in their handling comes from the updated frame. 

Catching up with current leader of the 2017 EnduroGP 
World Championship Steve Holcombe, the likeable 
champ was happy to admit his close connection to the 
manufacturer’s R8D department. Collecting valuable data 
from Steve and Alex Salvini’s performances at the races, 
Beta’s engineers opted for 2018 to increase stiffness on 
all their frames. And the end result proves they did well. 

Still easy to ride no matter your skill levels, all the new 
RRs show some impressive improvement in their handling 
accuracy and precision. Even in the lighter two strokes, 
the front wheel feels more planted on the ground and 
every movement of your body, hands and bars directs the 
bikes to the desired point. 

In the faster parts of the track or whenever you 
decide to push, the feeling aboard the new RRs is that 
of added feedback and slightly reduced plushness. And 
that is definitely a plus for people with ambitions to go 
enduro racing. 
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A DAY WELL SPENT 

With the dusty ruts getting deeper and some hidden stones 
appearing out of nowhere, the ride goes on in the Italian hills. 
Together with the new frame, an equally impressive difference for 
2018 is the overall improved performance in all the four strokes. 
And that seems to be mainly due to the new dual fuel injectors. 

Not that Beta’s engines ever lacked power but testing 
the white and red RRs in the Italian countryside was a small 
revelation. The chief difference is in the low to mid rpm range, 
with all power plants performing even smoother than before. 
Throttle response in instantaneous and all engines seem to pull 
forever in high rpm. According to Beta, even the new muffler has 
been designed for better low rpm performance. Engine braking 
also seems to have been reduced in all four strokes. 

The overall improved feeling in engine performance makes 
the new RR 350 an even better machine, also bridging the gap 
in high rpm to its bigger brothers. The right machine to get your 
best lap times with the least amount of effort, the new RR 350 
can be seriously fast and highly predictable at the same time. 
Across Beta’s new four-stroke range, the 350cc thumper felt 
like the most changed and a personal favourite. 



HOPPING ON THE SMOKERS 

Getting some new settings and a fresh black 
coating, the Sachs forks work in line with the new 
frame. Providing some good feedback from the front 
tyre, they also achieve a great balance with the rear 
shock. In the slippery enduro test with the hidden 
stones, the suspension on the new Beta two strokes 
had to work a bit harder. 

In direct comparison to the four strokes, it feels 
like you’re sitting closer to the front wheel on the 
two strokes. Aiming to add some extra stability, Beta 
engineers introduced different settings in handlebar 
positioning. The reduced overall weight sees the new 
frame bring more accuracy when riding. 

Getting a new piston for better low rpm 
performance, the RR 300 is still the ultimate do-it-all 
machine. As Steve Holcombe perfectly demonstrated 
aboard a stock bike, the RR 300 can be a seriously 
fast machine with some good use of your body 
weight in rocky and slippery corners. 











THE BIG QUESTION 

As Beta mentioned during the launch, they had four main goals for 
2018 with the first three being to reduce weight, to improve the overall 
handling and to give the new RRs a fresh look. Following our encounter 
with the red and white machines outside Florence, we can confirm that 
they’ve succeeded in all three goals mentioned above. But what was 
their fourth and last goal for the coming model year? 

A vital part of Beta’s strategic plan for 2018 has been to keep the 
same pricing as the previous year’s models. With final RRPs affected by 
several factors in different countries, they’ve achieved their goal in some 
of their major markets including Italy. In the UK market, for example, 
there’s been some changes due to the Euro - Pound fluctuations. 

To anyone wondering if the 2018 Betas are better than 
before, the answer is a definite ‘Yes’. The new RRs not 
only look great, but they are overall a much- 
improved range of enduro machines for 
riders of all levels from amateurs to racers. 
With the addition of the 125cc smoker, the 2018 RR range is the most 
complete and best line-up of enduro machines to roll out of the Rignano 
Sull’Amo production lines in recent history. 
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“JUSTSAYIN...” 

3 things we’d like to see on the 2019 Betas 

1. We love Beta’s seat. It’s super grippy and allows for free movement of the 
knees and upper feet. But we would maybe like it to be a tad softer or with a 
bit more foam for the longer days on the saddle. 

2. With the extreme heat and many people testing the new RRs back-to-back, 
there’s been a few early scratches on the bikes’ radiator covers and side 
covers. Some added scratch resistance would be a great plus. 


Normally we’d provide a third point, but honestly there aren’t three things to 
be critical about on the new Betas. We even had to dig deep to come up with 
the first two. I: 


>NE IN PERFORMANCE. 
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From launch to Erzberg and now our garage - our latest long term 
test bike has had a tough time in its short life, but it has reached 
its new home. Figuring there’s no point slacking up, we take on a 
British Extreme Championship race to get acquainted once more... 


Words: Jon Pearson / Photos: Future7media 





I n its very short life this KTM 250 EXC TPI hasn’t had it easy. From day one it was ridden 
and abused at the world press launch at Erzberg’s Iron Giant by off road journalists 
and dealers looking to test the new fuel injection technology. It’s a mixed bag of riders 
for sure on a world launch, but at the Iron Giant, by nature, none of us were taking it easy on 
the bikes. 

If I’d known this one was heading to my garage a couple of months later, I might have 
been kinder to it but, what the heck, it was too late by the time we reunited at Erzberg for the 
Rodeo [see enduro illustrated #23]. 

After some TLC back in Austria it was crated up and shipped to us for some quality time 


getting to know the latest innovation in enduro. It’s a big deal to be testing the TPI model so 
quickly and we’re not shying away from the idea of giving it a proper test to find out how this 
ground-breaking engine will live up to the billing it has created. 











A brief session ahead of our first home outing, a British Extreme Enduro, offered the 
chance to set the bike up a little softer. Taking some preload off the rear suspension set the 
bike 5mm lower and made the bike easier to handle on the technical sections of the track. 
There were plenty on the British Extreme course and that meant no shortage of sat down 
riding where the lower seat height helped. 

Otherwise I’ve left the 250 EXC completely standard. Suspension is soft by nature in 
standard trim and so far that’s suiting extreme riding. It won’t work everywhere - in fact 
on some of the faster sections of the race, the rear end was kicking up and the bike wasn’t 
happy riding fast. It’s always a compromise. 



“It’s a big deal to be testing the 
TPI model so quickly and we’re 
not shying away from the idea 
of giving it a proper test...” 













Things we’ve learned so far... 

At the moment refuelling during a race has become 
a thing of the past. Four hours riding in Erzberg and 
three hours in the UK race and the fuel can is still 
sitting unused in the technical areas. The extreme 
race had more time on the gas than Erzberg. With 
three big hill climbs and some grass fields on the 
course, it was harder on the throttle and on fuel. 

That said, it still swallowed the whole event without 
needing a top-up. That’s just petrol, not pre-mix with 
the TPI engine - the separate oil tank itself has hardly 
budged. Roughly an egg cup full was used at the same 
event. This bike is proving incredibly fuel-efficient. 

"...refuelling during 
a race has become 
a thing of the past. 
It swallowed the 
three-hour race 
whole without 
needing a top-up." 

It’s 3kg heavier than the older EXC model, but 
honestly it is hard to say where you feel it. Playing 
about for a small pre-race warm-up, the 250 2TTPI felt 
agile and nimble as a 350 3T should do. On a well-used 
pile of rocks at a familiar practice ground it felt 
distinctly more alert and agile than the EXC250F we 
had on test previously. 

It made a refreshing change and it was impossible 
not to feel more confident riding more technical 
stuff ahead of the extreme event. One thing lacking 
so far from the launch and the races we’ve done has 
been the ‘normal’ enduro riding. Fast trails, woods, 
whooped out and choppy terrain really test the 
chassis and suspension - so that’s on the cards as the 
next‘must do’. 




I knew the exhaust pipe was a big one but it showed just how much bigger during our first 
‘home’ race. Wider across the front of the engine than carbed two-stroke EXC pipes, it is as big 
as any bike we can remember riding and a noticeable difference when you’re threading through 
rocks, deep ruts and over logs [just three of the times it ‘caught’ something external]. 

It’s hard not to be conscious of it when riding and sure enough it took a whack at the 
British Extreme event. The sort of rock I’d got used to ignoring on our last long term test 
bike, the super-slender EXC250F. Almost inevitably I smacked the left side on a rock and it 
now needs blowing out or replacing. 

It’s common, of course, on two strokes, to hit the exhaust pipe but it was a brand-new pipe 
knackered after one race. It makes you notice the difference in size in a very real way and realise 
the point in fitting a pipe protector. 

What’s next? 

There’s nothing like racing on your home soil, so as much as anything I’m looking forward to 
getting over to my nearest test tracks to pound out the sessions. It’s the place we do much 
of our riding, where the hours get clocked up and the positives and negatives of any bike 
show themselves. A local, no stress enduro club race will cement the relationship too. 

A big event on the horizon is the Sunday morning three-hour race at the British round 
of the EnduroGP World Championship, September 23-24. The legendary venue of Hawkstone 
Park can be brutal and should deliver a serious test of man and machine. We’re also gearing 
ourselves up for the annual sand festival that is the Weston Beach Race, October 13-15 too. 
Best get training. IE 




“It’s hard not to be 
conscious of the larger 
exhaust pipe when riding 
and sure enough it took 
a whack at the British 
Extreme event” 



Dakar is the epitome of hard-core Enduro. With 
manageable ventilation, bomber materials and 
construction, the range of comfortable tempe¬ 
ratures and conditions its suitable for has 
never been greater. From Baja heaters to 
early spring thaw runs; Dakar is the gear 
you grab when you don’t know what’s 
coming at you. 
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At their recent 2018 world launch, Beta 
Motorcycles sprung a surprise when 
they pulled back the covers on a new 
125 two-stroke while adding a host of 
updates to their existing enduro range. 
Clearly they are building for the future.. 
Words: Andreas Glavas / Photos: C. Morello,4/I. Campel 1 
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L eading the team of engineers who built the 
RR125, Stefano Fantigini has experienced 
first-hand the challenges of developing a 125cc 
smoker in a time when European regulations are 
becoming more stringent. 

Sitting down with Fantigini, Beta’s Head of 
Research & Development, at their recent MY18 launch, 
we discussed the steps involved in the development 
process, fuel injection and the future of the RR range. 

Firstly Stefano, why release a 125 two-stroke now? 
Stefano Soldani: “For us it’s not just a matter of 
introducing a new product or just wanting to increase 
our market share. It’s about keeping our trusted 
riders connected to our brand. The way we see it, the 
new RR 125 is perfectly bridging the gap between 
the smaller 50cc two-stroke enduros and our larger 
four-stroke and two-stroke machines. Starting with 
the 50cc bikes for very young riders our customers 
can now select the RR 125 as the perfect introduction 
to the world of competitive off-road riding. As for the 
timing, it’s been a project we’ve been working on for 
some time now.” 



How long has this project been in development? 
Soldani: “We started working on the project back in 
2014. A major priority from day one was to design and 
build our own in-house engine. For the first full year, this 
is where we focused our efforts on. As soon as we had 
the first sample we begun dyno testing it. Once we were 
happy with the direction the development of our engine 
had taken, we started building the new bike around it. 
Sharing the same philosophy with the rest of our two- 
stroke enduro range, the frame for the RR 125 features 
slightly smaller dimensions to house the smaller engine. 
The difference is not great, just enough to help us get 
the best out of this new engine-frame combination.” 

















Was fuel injection ever part of your 
plans for the RR125? 

Soldani: “We did considerthe option of 
using fuel injection. The main goal was to 
be make the new bike comply with Euro 
4 regulations, so we started testing fuel 
injection in parallel with a carburetted 
engine. With all members of our 
development team working really hard, we 
were glad to find out that it was possible 
to get homologation with the carburettor, 
so we went down that road. We did testing 
with fuel injection and found that when 
it comes to the riding part it doesn’t 
have a lot to offer. Besides, Keihin’s 
latest offering is extremely reliable 
and is working really well in a variety of 
conditions. Also, our main goal since we 
started developing our latest range of 
enduros was to retain their prices as close 
as possible to those from last year. A move 
to fuel injection would increase costs for 
the customer and make maintenance more 
difficult for them to do because everything 
is more complicated on the bike. 




















With the first tests already made, does fuel 
injection remain a possibility for the two strokes 
of the future? 


Soldani: “Our priority is to remain with our carburetted 
engines for as long as this is possible. At the moment we 
can meet the emission targets required. When it is no 
longer possible to stay with the carburettor then well 
move to fuel injection. We have already acquired some 
valuable info on fuel injected technology, so this could 
well be an option when well be asked to step it up a 
notch due to even stricter Euro 5 regulations. But that is 
not before BOBO.” 

Finally, do Beta consider introducing a 250cc four- 
stroke to fill the only missing spot in their range? 
Soldani: “A 250cc four-stroke enduro does not interest 
Beta at all. We already have four different displacements 
on our four-stroke range and we believe they can perfectly 
fulfil any demand. To go on with such a project we’d have to 
design a new engine from scratch and this would involve 
a big investment in time and effort. To add a fifth model 
in our four-stroke range would maybe be too much. Also, 
we believe a 250cc four-stroke engine is mainly focused 
on motocross applications. Due to all these reasons, 
developing such a model is not on our minds.” I! 


































W hether through preference, experience or injuries, 
what we wear to protect our knees can bring 
surprising differences of opinion, even from the 
smallest group of riders. Weighing up what works best for you 
is a conundrum based on experience, cost and ultimately how 
much protection you want. 

Differing opinions say knee braces are expensive and bulky 
to wear, while in contrast knee pads are light, small and cheap. 
Others rightly have it that knee pads do nothing to protect your 
knee ligaments or protect against heavy impacts. They won’t 
stop your knee from collapsing backwards. But if you’ve got 
strong legs you don’t need to worry about that, right? 

But that’s the thing, aren’t knee braces always going to be 
something you form uneducated opinions about until you try 
them or get injured? Are they cumbersome and bulky? Are the 
current crop of incredibly well-developed, multi-sport knee 
braces ultimately the best protection you can get and worth 
the money? 

We decided to put that to the test with our knee pad 
wearing tester, Jon Pearson by undertaking a full year’s worth 
of testing the different options available in every type of off 
road sport you can think of. Covering enduro, super enduro, 
extreme enduro, trail riding, trials and motocross, JP has 
been busy riding. 

The cost of knee braces, especially a top-quality set is an 
unavoidable truth. We spend so much money on tyres, mousses, 
fuel and entry fees that our riding kit can come lower down the 
order of importance. The obvious counter to that is you only 
need to seriously injure yourself once to know the impact they 
can have on your riding. There are plenty of riders willing to tell 
you how much money they saved on tyres because they snapped 
their cruciate ligament and couldn’t ride for half the year. 

One thing’s for sure, it is a hard man [or woman] who rides 
without knee protection. How many of us have turned up to ride, 
realise we’ve forgotten them and then either go home or face 
the incredibly unnerving feeling of riding without them? 


“ANY KNEE I 
DOESN'T FIT 
IS LIMITING) 
AND THAT IS 
WITH BRACE 



PROTECTION WHICH 
, TOO BIG OR SMALL, 
ItS USEFULNESS 



i ESPECIALLY TRUE 
ES.” 
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Three main types of knee protection explained 

Knee pads 

Thinner, often smaller and more comfortable knee pads are defined by 
their lack of bulk. Modern types have CE-approved impact resistant 
armour. Some also have heat activated armour molding for better comfort 
too. Design and strapping can vary but generally they are made with 
stretch fabric and Velcro strapping, which makes them more flexible and 
adaptable to different body shapes and riding gear. Venting is usually 
good and when the armour is removed they are machine washable. 

Knee guards 

Some old boys have been using the same set of knee guards for 
decades and swear by them. Distinguished from knee pads due to their 
hard exterior shell, they are perhaps the most common form of knee 
protection. Their main protection comes from wrapping around the knee 
and shin to guard against hard impacts, plus they should lock against 
hyper-extension of the knee. Softer cushioning or impact foam on the 
inside should make them comfortable and add to protection. They often 
have elastic and Velcro fixings to adapt to calf and upper leg sizes. 

Knee braces 

The concept of off road knee braces is commonly said to have 
developed from medical knee braces, which have been adapted to 
suit outdoor sports like enduro. Specifically they are designed to 
move naturally with the knee and prevent injury through twisting, 
hyper extension or unnatural movement. They’re often fitted to the 
individual to be comfortable, lightweight and also provide impact 
protection. Strapping holds the braces in place and can also be 
adapted to suit riders with existing knee problems. 

Fit is important with knee protection and very important for knee 
braces to be effective and comfortable. Nailing down the different sizes 
of brace frame, as well as adjusting the different thickness of padding 
to tailor-fit to your knee takes time but is important. The brace should 
be comfortable and not rub or apply too much [or too little] pressure at 
the points where they sit against your leg. Snug not tight or loose. Any 
knee protection which doesn’t fit, either too big or too small, is limiting 
its usefulness and that is especially true with braces. Most parts on 
knee braces are serviceable, so the investment on a set is long term. 



‘THOSE i 
OF LITTLI 
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HAVE STI 
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FAR FROM BEING TOO 
HOT. MANY MODERN 
FABRICS ACTUALLY 
COOL DOWN THE 
SKIN WHILE PULLING 
MOISTURE AWAY 
FROM THE SKIN 
TO PREVENTING 
BLISTERS. WHICH CAN 
OCCUR BI-HIND THE 
STRAPPING. 

Tights, long socks or commando? 

For those of us without the skin of a rhinoceros, stockings 
or long socks are a good idea under knee pads, guards or 
braces to stop blistering of the skin. A thin layer between the 
skin and the knee protection helps prevent any rubbing or 
chafing and plenty of clothing manufacturers, even the knee 
protection manufacturers, make underwear specific for the 
knee forthis purpose. 

Far from being too hot, many modern fabrics actually cool 
down the skin while pulling moisture away from the skin to 
preventing blisters, which can occur behind the strapping. 




» > 










“FOR THOSE WITH 
EXISTING INJURIES IT 
IS SECURITY AGAINST 
THE SAME INJURY 
— FOR SOME OLDER 
RIDERS A KNEE 
BRACE IS NECESSARY 
TO MOLD THEIR LEGS 
IN PLACE.” 








For and against: knee pads or braces? 

A wide range of riders are wearing POD Active braces. Toby Price won 
the Dakar Rally wearing them, Jonny Walker rode to victory at Erzberg 
with them and last year Steve Holcombe won his first world title with 
POD braces. If proof of whether you can ride well with braces is what 
you’re looking for, then this list should be convincing enough. 

POD braces, like many, are used across a range of bike, snow 
and water sports. The basic framework from POD remains constant 
through all these sports with different aspects of the assembly 
removed to suit the sport - so bear in mind while this is an expensive 
piece of riding kit, it can be used for MTB, snowboarding or wherever 
potential knee injuries could occur. 

Although slender by design [particularly by comparison to knee 
pads], there’s no getting away from the fact that knee braces are 
bigger. That means bigger inside your riding pants, bigger down the 
inside your boot and it obviously means more width to your legs, 
increasing the chance of contact between knee and bike. Some 
older designs can scuff the bike where they touch as well as wearing 
through riding pant material - though that’s not been the case with 
the POD braces. 

When we set about researching this feature we spoke to different 
riders, pro and novice, and it proved as many people ride with knee 
braces as without. The positives are obviously the prevention of knee 
injuries through hyper extension or twisting. For those with existing 
injuries it is security against the same injury - for some older riders 
a knee brace is necessary to hold their legs in place. 

The Forcefield knee pads we’ve been testing are well vented and the 
heat reactive padding makes them comfortable to wearfor long days 
of riding in extreme conditions like Romaniacs. We’ve crashed in them 
too and the armour works for heavy impacts. Their big bonus is being 
very comfortable and almost unnoticed under the riding pants. 

Those in favour of little or no knee protection, like five-time world 
enduro champion David Knight, say braces get in the way and you 
should naturally have stronger knees, legs and ligaments. However, 
those people tend not to have had a major knee injury. 



The knee guard argument 

A dual axis knee and shin guard is something of a halfway 
house between the knee pad and knee brace. The two pivoting 
elements separate knee and shin protection usually with a 
hinge, mimicking leg movement. Their encompassing designs 
usually go some way to holding the knee in place and help 
prevent knee injuries as much as protecting against impact. 

That’s not to say knee guards do the same job as a knee 
brace, they can’t, but good ones do cocoon the knee and lock’ 
to prevent hyper extension. They are often hotter by design 
due to the sheer surface area of hard shell material. 

Leatt’s dual axis knee and shin guard we’ve been testing 
has impact foam that is soft and flexible but hardens upon 
impact to absorb forces and acts as protection, while the hard 
external shell’s job is to deflect impacts. 

“KNEE GUARDS CANT DO 
THE SAME JOB AS KNEE 
BRACES, BUT GOOD ONES 
DO COCOON THE KNEE 
AND 'LOCK' TO PREVENT 
HYPER EXTENSION" 








“THERE’S NO 
DENYING THE 
SIGNIFICANTLY 
BETTER 
PROTECTION 
AGAINST ALL 
KNEE INJURIES 
THAT KNEE 
BRACES OFFER." 


The verdict 

For nearly a year I’ve been testing all types of 
knee protection and can see the benefits of all 
sides. While I still prefer knee pads due to their 
size and lightweight, I’ve come to appreciate that 
the positives of knee braces do far outweigh the 
negatives. There’s no denying the significantly 
better protection against all knee injuries they 
offer. The POD braces certainly proved light, 
comfortable and unobtrusive in most riding 
conditions. But they are bigger to wear and 
that’s why I still prefer to reach for my knee pads 
especially when situations where flexibility and 
mobility are higher priorities to me. I! 






With near domination of the race, Graham Jarvis marched on when others fell by the wayside. 
Winning the opening three days in the mountains set him up nicely to cruise into the winner’s 
enclosure on day four as the most successful rider in the history of the event. 
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2017 marked David Knight’s first introduction to the Red Bull Romaniacs. Possibly biting 
off more than he could chew, Knight initially called it quits at the end of day two citing 
it too tough to carry on. With his head cleared, he returned for day four and faired much 
better, finishing a fine third. Only David knows if well see him in Romania again but one 
thing certain is that his week ended much better than it started. 
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It’s almost hard to believe that this year was only Mario Roman’s second stab at 
Romaniacs. Sticking it on the podium for the very first time with the runner-up 
result, Roman’s ride throughout the week was impressive. Solid riding, with very few 
mistakes, he’s sure to become a favourite for top honours in the very near future. 









Following in his father Andreas’ footsteps, Manuel Lettenbichler really came into 
his own in the 14th edition of Red Bull Romaniacs. Fighting for a podium result 
all week, a stage win on day four saw him create his own piece of history with the 
Lettenbichlers becoming the only father and son duo to win a stage of the race. 






The fast face of RedBull.tv, Taddy Blazusiak is having a blast during retirement as he acts as 
hard enduro’s roving reporter. For the entire week of Romaniacs, he gave the pros of the sport 
a run for their money as he chased them down some gnarly tracks and trails each day to 
generate some awesome footage for our viewing pleasure. 
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Those eyes have seen a lot of Romanics’ trails during the past 10 years but until this year 
they’d never seen the race from the podium. Proving hard work will pay off, Paul Bolton 
finally achieved that lifelong dream of a Romaniacs’ podium. It was a stellar week for the 
Brit where patience and experience was the name of the game. 



Oil of Switzerli 








Jonny Walker’s crash down the practically impossible Holy Rock was one for the ages and one 
that ultimately ruled him out of the race. Tumbling head over sh*te down a cliff face, Walker 
was lucky to escape with “just” an injured hand. Up until that moment things were looking 
good for the Brit having caught and passed Jarvis to show his speed of old was back. 








Snooze and you lose at Romaniacs. Days start early for everyone with 
riders rolling off the start line each day at the crack of dawn. 









When all was said and done there could only be one winner. 
And for the sixth time in the V\ years of Red Bull Romaniacs 
that winner was Graham Jarvis, e 
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bold statements with the launch of their 2018 
designed, it’s even got smartphone interconnectivity, 
the motocross market, it boasts technology that’s 
o us woods riding folk in the very near future 




F or 2018 Yamaha have come out swinging with the 
announcement of their all-new YZ450F motocross model. 
Featuring all the bells and whistles of the latest four-stroke 
technology, it’s 112kg of dirt bike muscle. Initially invited to Italy 
for the launch of their updated EnduroGP spec’d WR450F and 
WR250F it was impossible not to notice all the hustle and bustle 
happening on the motocross track. 

Duty bound, we turned a bunch of laps on both the new enduro 
offerings from Yamaha before hopping the fence to see if the grass 
was greener-or in this case blue. 


YAMAHA’S ENDUROGP EDITIONS 

At first glance we’ve been short-changed by Yamaha’s enduro 
machines. Skin-deep updates under the guise of ‘two new models’ 
while the 450 MX bike gets a significant model update. What’s all 
that about? 

At second glance, and after we’d ridden the bikes, the story isn’t 
nearly so bad. An exhaust and mapping change for the same p 
on the WR and a bright future for Yamaha 4T models based on the 
hot new YZ450F. 

With no major updates planned for Yamaha’s 
enduro bikes in 2018, the two standard WR models will be joined in the 
line-up by the WR250F EnduroGP and WR450F EnduroGP bikes. 

There’s no getting around the fact that the differences between 
the stock bike and the EnduroGP model aren’t earth-shattering.- 
Acerbis handguards, different graphics, an Akrapovic muffler 
and improved mapping to suit the new exhaust form the bulk of'" 
changes. Using the UK market as an example, it is a little more rosy 
than that might first appear because the prices in dealers are the 
same for stock and EnduroGP models, so you are getting a better 
bike for the same money. 

Rolling out onto the special test styled enduro track at the 
Ottobiano MX GP circuit near Milan, there’s no doubt both WR models 
are familiar to us. They look good, feel solid and in many ways the 
same bikes we’ve been riding from Yamaha for nearly a decade. 



“THE YAMAHA-DEVELOPED MAPPING MATCHED TO 
THE AKRAPOVIC MUFFLER FEELS SWEETER THAN THE 
STANDARD OPTION ON BOTH 450 AND 250 MODELS 
AND MAKES THE BIKE MORE CRISP TO RIDE.” 






' •? The diftaTweon the EnduroGP models, apart 
from the graphics and Acerbis handguards, is 
the Yamaha-developed mapping matched to the 
Akrapovic muffler - it feels sweeter than the 
standard option on both 450 and 250 models and 
makes the bike more crisp to ride. At low rpm small 
throttle movements feel more precise and cleaner, 
which makes the throttle feel more accurate than 
the standard bike and it revs better too. 

Honestly, there’s nothing more to write. It is 
that simple. If you’re considering a new 250 or 
450 four-stroke, the Yamahas are worth a look 
because you’re getting more for your money. That 
could be the end of this report but for the main 
reason behind the 2018 model launch in Italy: the 
new YZ450F. 

YAMAHA’S YZ450F 

Why are we giving a motocross bike space here 
in Enduro illustrated? Because it has undergone 
some big changes, changes we’re saying you 
should be interested in if you’re the type of 
rider who buys a motocross bike, fits an 18-inch 
rear wheel and converts it for enduro. The 2018 
YZ450F is also big news because it will be the 
basis for the next generation WR450F and with 
that in mind we’ve got a bit of a jump on what to 
expect in the future. 

So what’s all the noise about? A new frame 
and geometry, body shape, tank size, seat and 
suspension are aimed at making the 2018 YZ450F 
easier to ride. The engine has had a lot of work 
including higher lift cams, new piston, revised 
(straighter) air intake, Mikuni throttle body, 
revised, clutch and even a starter motor - still 
something of a novelty on a motocross bike. 


SMARTPHONE TECHNOLOGY 

One huge change is the updated mapping 
software, which you can adjust via an App 
on your smartphone. Yamaha’s new wireless 
Power Tuner App is a piece of technology 
pretty unique in off road sport. Use your 
phone to make trackside changes to adjust 
power delivery to suit you, your exhaust 
system, riding conditions or simply to dial 
in one of the factory developed maps. It’s 
game-changing, as they say. 

As you’d expect from a smartphone App 
it’s dead easy to use and make changes 
to power character. It’s a big deal in our 
view, easily one of the best tools for tuning 
power we’ve ever tested and so easy to use. 
Importantly it allows big changes between 
riding conditions so for MX tests and or 
snotty and muddy forests you can adjust 
power delivery to suit conditions. 



It doesn’t take an expert rider to notice 
all the changes add up to a better bike. On 
track, and that’s the standout aspect of the 
0018 YZ450F, you don’t need to be so much 
of an expert to ride it. Sixty-odd horsepower 
on a 110kg bike isn’t to be sniffed at - it is 
still fearsome if you go at it full beans - but 
use a softer throttle hand and the 0018 
YZ450F is less fierce to live with. 

























“HIGHER LIFT CAMS, A NEW PISTON 
AND A TOTALLY REVISED AIR INTAKE 
MAKE THE YZ450F FEEL MORE ALERT 
THROUGH DIFFERENT GEARS AND 
AT DIFFERE NT RPM MAKES IT AN 
■Mill INI IIIllllll Hill 



Higher lift cams, a new piston and a totally 
revised air intake make the YZ450F feel more 
alert through different gears and at different 
rphn makes it an easier to ride bike. Wider 
gearing helps too, between 3nd, 3rd and 4th 
gears the gaps are bigger, which is meaningful 
on a track because you spend most of your 
time in those gears. A burst of enduro special 
test action on the YZ450F showed the new 
gearing works off the MX tracks too. Ideally 
a lowerfirst but adjusting the final 
is an easy change to make. 

The clutch is lighter by comparison to rival 
Japanese 450 MX bikes as well - we’ve been 
on a few 3018 MX tests lately and the Yamaha 
clutch was noticeably easier on the forearm 
when you’re using it in heavy riding conditions. 



SPRING IN YOUR STEP : 

Another big change sees Yamaha revert back to 
the spring [not air] forks. I was never convinced 
by the air fork trend, in fact I never got 
confident with them and can happily say the 
spring fork from KYB [still considered the best j 
standard fork by many] re-introduces feel to the ! 
front end of the YZF. 

The chassis and suspension changes are 
sweet, delivering confidence to clear the 
biggest of the big jumps on the impressive 
Ottobiano GP track or wack into the enduro test 
logs and braking bumps. Changes in geometry, 
adjustments to the shape of the bike between 
your legs and weight distribution tweaks, even 
a new seat made me feel more in control around 
the whole track as it roughed up during a heavy 
day’s testing. 

Don’t take our word for it, Outsiders Yamaha 
riders Jamie McCanneyand Loic Larrieu, as well 
as team boss Marc Bourgeois, were singing 
its praises too. All were on the launch in Italy, 
pumping out the laps on the Ottobiano MX track 
more than anywhere. Both Larrieu and McCanney 
spent plenty of time on the new MX bikes and 
it was “big smiles” from Larrieu indicating he 
wanted the 0018 upgrades “now” on his WR. 




“BOTH LARRIEU AND MCCANNEY SPENT PLENTY 
OF TIME ON THE NEW MX BIKES AND IT WAS BIG 
SMILES’ FROM LARRIEU INDICATING HE WANTED 
THE 2018 UPGRADES NOW’ ON HIS WR” «, 





It’s a shame the enduro models, 
WR450F and WR250F (and YZ250F mx 
bike] won’t see the same changes as 
the flagship YZ. Enduro models are 
usually one step behind the motocross 
bikes from Japanese manufacturers 
and it is no different this time. 

Yamaha say the WR needs further 
testing, it’s likely well see it next year. 
We could moan about that or we could 
take a look at the 2018 YZ150F and see 
the positives. 

Yamaha’s 2018 off road model 
launch marked 20 years after the first 
four-stroke YZF, the YZM400F, was 
horn. We’ve come a long way since then 
in terms of power, weight and rider 
friendliness and where the four-stroke 
versus two-stroke debate sits. All the 
while getting lighter, faster and easier 
to ride but now with added electronic 
goodies, you can completely adjust the 
via and a phone App - this has 
huge step forward for enduro. 




JUST SAW 




3 things wed like to see on the 2018 Yamaha WRs 

% Obviously as the 2018 YZ450F was so 
impressive, we’d love it if the WR450F had 
the same changes as well. It’s exciting for 
next year’s WR model but we want it now. 

3. Japanese manufacturers seem to be 
in rut of updating the enduro models 
slower and slower. Every couple of years 
was the norm, certainly with European 
manufacturers. What’s with this five and 
six year drought? 

3. They’re heavy. 133kg claimed weight is 
fully fuelled on the WR450F but with the 
3018 YZ450F tipping the scales at 113kg, 
we hope the WRs can shed some kilos too, 
come down the scales and closer to its 
450 enduro rivals. 











YAMAHA GYTR RACE KIT PARTS TESTED 

We got a shot on a peachy GYTR kitted YZ250F, which was arguably the sweetest bike on the 
launch. Again, this was set up for MX not enduro, but we ignored that and took it straight to 
the enduro test, just like Jamie McCanney did. 

Yamaha do a great range of factory developed kit parts for their bikes and this GYTR 250F 
showed how that race team RGD transfers to the parts you can buy. It’s a huge list (piston, 
cams, exhaust, cylinder head, valves, gearing and more] but power through the revs from the 
Yamaha kit part engine made it feel more like a 300 than a 350. A little rocket-ship no less. 


Depending on what kind of enduros you race, it could easily work- anything other than extreme 
stuff we’d say. It’s worth looking at through your official Yamaha dealer, if you can afford it. I: 
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RACING RED BULL ROMANICS 
ON A KTM1090 R ADVENTURE 

Four-times Baja winner and KTM RBB rider, 

(juinn Cody tells us just how mad it was to race the 
infamous Romaniacs on an adventure road bike... 

Words: Quinn Cody / Photos: Irina Oorodnykova Photography 



















This wasn’t my idea 

Racing an Adventure bike at the Romaniacs 
was 100 per cent Chris Birch’s idea! He 
brought it up to me last year at the Rally 
Crush in Canada and the rest is history. 

Adapting an adventure bike for 
hard enduro 


“IT’S A STANDARD ICTIlf 
8GKG REMOVED BY UN 
PASSENGER PEGS AND 


Essentially this is a standard KTM 
Adventure 1090 R but we worked on it a lot 
to make sure it could complete the event. 
The bike was built in ROD at KTM. We ended 
up taking about 2Bkg off if it. We removed 
the electronics except for what was 
necessary to run the engine - most of the ’ 
other stuff was just unbolting things like 
passenger pegs and luggage racks. We did 
a lot to improve the cooling. We opened up 
the fairing and removed the stock air box 
to allow more air to flow around the engine. 
We also changed fuel mixture to be a bit 
richer and set the fan to run continuously. 
The suspension was all stock components 
that were re-valved byWP. 

Day one jitters 

Despite racing Dakar and winning Baja 
1000 four times, I was still pretty nervous 
on day one. I had no idea of what to 
expect and how tough it was going to 
be. Day one ended up being the most 
challenging. I was thinking that if we have 
four days of this, I don’t know if I’ll make 
it. The first day was harder than exp 
then it kind of eased up a bit. I think 
the first day was the filter, if you made 
it through day one then you had a pretty 
good chance of finishing. 
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Help was at hand 

lot of the riding was hard work but there 
were times when I needed a helping hand. 
There were quite a few bottle necks where 
I had to help other guys, but it was pretty 
tough to convince anyone to help me once 
they got a look at the 1090. Luckily, I had 
a dedicated chase rider most of the time, 
it definitely helped to have an extra hand 
in the nasty spots. 


“DESPITE RACING 
DAKAR AND 
WINNING BAJA 
1000 FOUR TIMES, 
I WAS STILL 
PRETTY NERVOUS 
ON DAY ONE. I HAD 
NO IDEA OF WI-IATT 
TO EXPECT...” 

The hardest day 

On day one I burned up the clutch while 
stuck in a bottleneck. The bike would 
barely move forward, the clutch was 
slipping so bad. There was one super¬ 
steep uphill that we had to literally drag 
the bike up with ropes ten feet at a time. 
It was totally exhausting. I really didn’t 
ing to finish at that point. 














The down hills were terrifying! 

There were a few times when I thought I 
was going to die! The hills were endless 
and so steep and slick that if you touched 
the brakes you would just go faster. We had 
some long, tough days and the 1090 just 
wears you out on the tight technical trails. 
I just tried to pace myself because you 
never really know how bad it’s going to get 


It was harder than expected on an 
adventure bike 

Day two was probably the most fun for 
me on the big bike, it had lots of flowing 
trails with tons of traction and I enjoyed 
long stretches of that day. It was an 
amazing event, very well organised and the” 
spectators were great. I have raced a lot 
of races all over the world but Romaniacs 
is definitely one of a kind. I think it would 
be a blast on a regular enduro bike. We will 
see what happens for next year, I know 
Birchy really wants to give it a go. I: 




“THERE WERE A FEW TIIUIES 
WHEN I THOUGHT I WAS GOING 
TO DIE! THE DOWNHILLS WERE 
ENDLESS AND SO STEEP...” 
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